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Koorero a te Tumuaki
The Principal speaks:

WINTER SPORTS
UPDATES AND PHOTOS

Tangaroa is the ‘god of the sea.’
Māori believe that water is an
energy, with many moods. It

can be calm and life-giving, or
dangerous and destructive. This
energy is called Tangaroa – ‘god

of the sea.’

Tangaroa
Blue House

See inside for photos!

Kia ora koutou katoa! Here we are at the end of Term 2 already! Halfway
through the year, and starting to get very close to NZQA exams for our senior
students. 

Earlier this term, we were fortunate to have our local Community Constables
spend time in our school speaking with our Year 7 and Year 8 students about
cyberbullying, online behaviour and digital responsibility. Their presentations
provided a timely and highly relevant learning opportunity for our students.

As many families are aware, schools across New Zealand continue to face
challenges that originate online but often impact relationships and
behaviour at school. Recently, we have experienced several incidents where
online interactions have carried over into the classroom and school
environment, affecting student wellbeing and learning.

In response, I have spoken with students during assemblies about our
expectations for respectful behaviour both online and offline, as well as the
consequences that can arise when poor choices are made. The messages
delivered by our Community Constables reinforced these important
conversations and helped students understand the real-life impact that
online actions can have on themselves and others. CONTINUED INSIDE. . .

2026 Term 3 Calendar
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School Ball 2026

Road Safety Reminders
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. . . I would also like to take this opportunity to remind families about our school's phone policy. The policy
is designed to support learning, minimise distractions, and help create a safe and positive environment for
all students. We ask parents and caregivers to continue supporting us by reinforcing appropriate phone
use and online behaviour at home. 

When schools and whanau work together, we are far better placed to help our children develop the skills,
judgement, and resilience they need to navigate the online world safely and responsibly.

The partnership between home and school is critical when it comes to addressing cyberbullying and
online safety. Children benefit most when they receive consistent messages from the adults around them.
By maintaining open conversations with our young people about their online activity, monitoring their
digital interactions, and working alongside the school when concerns arise, we can achieve much better
outcomes for everyone involved. 

We are grateful to our local Police team for sharing their expertise with our students and look forward to
exploring opportunities to deliver the same programme with our senior students in the future.

Earlier this month our senior students enjoyed the School Ball at The Verandah in Hamilton and this was a
great evening! Photos of this can be seen inside this e-Bulletin. Thank you to the Ball Committee for their
organisation of this event.

The enrolment process for 2027 is underway. Online enrolment applications are open on our website at
www.tuakaucollege.com/enrolment. If you know of families that may want to enrol at Tuakau College
please tell them to visit our website and enrol as soon as possible as this helps our planning for next year.
Our Orientation Day will be on Thursday 6 August from 9am - 3pm and our Open Evening will be on
Wednesday 12 August from 4pm - 7pm. In Zone enrolments are due on 21 August, Out of Zone enrolments
are due on 28 August and the Out of Zone Ballot is 4 September. 

The process of gathering voice from our whaanau and community to help shape our 2027-2030 Strategic
Plan has finished and we thank those that turned up to our whaanau hui’s and completed the online
survey. This information will now be collated and used to form the Strategic Plan. Your voice is important
to us and will help us shape the future direction of our kura. 

As we celebrate Matariki, we are reminded of the importance of reflection, connection, and looking ahead
with hope. Matariki provides an opportunity for us all to pause, reflect on our achievements and
challenges, celebrate the people who are important to us, and consider our aspirations for the future. It is
also a time to show gratitude for the support of whaanau, friends, and our wider community.

Our Matariki Celebration evening is on Thursday 2 July at 6pm in the Tuakau College Gym and we
invite you all to join us as we celebrate Maaori student success!

On that note, I would like to wish all our students and their families a safe, happy, and restful holiday
break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and ready for another exciting term of
learning! 

Koorero a te Tumuaki Haere tonu
The Principal speaks continued:
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Whaea Donna (Principal)

Chemistry Competition
Whakataetae Matuu

On Tuesday 16 June we had four of our top
Chemistry students go to Waikato University
to compete against 24 schools in an
analytical Chemistry competition. 

While they did not place, they had a great day
and their practical lab skills were commendable. 

Well done to Eknoor Kaur, Jastine Andrea Cruz,
Merell Valencia and Nathan Haliday - great work!
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Our 2026 School Ball was held on Saturday 13 June! It was a lovely evening and our students (who were dressed
beautifully) enjoyed themselves! A massive thank you to Mrs McMillan (Year 13 Dean) and the Ball Committee for
organising a great event! Thank you also to White Door Photography for the awesome photos. The photos can be seen at
https://whitedoor.pixieset.com/tuakaucollegeball2026/

School Ball 2026
Paoro Kura 2026

P A G E  3
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Earlier this month our Year 8 students had a wellness afternoon, that was planned to support our students to
learn how to look after their mental health and wellbeing. The main focusses were on sensory modulation,
mindfulness and coping strategies. The learning was delivered incorporating the Te Whare Tapa Wha wellbeing model in
a fun interactive way. Each student received a gift containing some positive tip cards, information about local support
groups, some sweets and two sensory toys for themselves to take home. It was an uplifting afternoon for the students!

Our Year 8 scientists have been busy exploring the fascinating world of materials and their properties.Through
hands-on investigations in the science laboratory, students examined the features of metals and non-metals, learning
how these properties influence the way materials are used in everyday life.

To connect their learning with the real world, students also observed local construction sites and identified the wide
range of materials being used. They investigated why certain materials are chosen for specific purposes, considering
factors such as strength, durability and flexibility. This authentic learning experience encouraged students to think
critically about how science and engineering work together to shape the world around us.

It has been exciting to see our young scientists developing their observation, investigation, and problem-solving skills
while discovering the important role materials play in modern construction and design.

Year 8 Science
Tau 8 Pūtaiao

P A G E  4

Year 8 Wellbeing afternoon
Tau 8 Waiora ahiahi
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On Thursday 4 June we had our Junior Social! The theme was ‘Western’ and it was awesome to see so many of our
Year 7-10 students enjoying themselves! To see more photos please visit the Tuakau College Facebook page. 
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Junior Social 2026
Hapori rangatahi 2026

We would like to remind all parents and caregivers that school starts promptly at 9:00am , with a warning bell at
8:55am . It is important that students arrive at school on time to ensure they are settled and ready to learn from the
beginning of the day. Students who arrive late must sign in at the Student Centre . Unless there is a legitimate reason
for their lateness, they will be issued a Dean’s Detention .

We appreciate your support in helping reinforce the importance of punctuality and ensuring that all students are set up
for a successful day of learning.

Important Reminder: Punctuality and Morning Drop-offs
Whakamaumahara Nui: Te Waa me te Whakarerenga o te Ata
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Our Year 12 and 13 Physical Education, PSL and Outdoor Education classes competed in the Tough Guy and Gal
mud run competition held at Ngaruawahia on Thursday 18 June, as part of their practical assessment. Special
congratulations to Year 12 student, Oli Goodhand, who was the overall champion with a time of 23 minutes and 39
seconds - outstanding!

P A G E  7

Tough Guy Tough Gal 2026
Whakawhiti Whenua 2026

The official theme for this year's Vaiaso o le Gagana Samoa
(Samoan Language Week) was 'E afua mai i mauga tetele
manuia o le ‘nu'u'—"From the high mountains are the
blessings of the village." Earlier this month we celebrated
Samoan Language Week, honouring the rich culture, heritage,
and language of our Samoan students and whaanau.  Gagana
Sāmoa is the third most spoken language in Aotearoa, and
keeping it strong connects our young people to their roots and
the values of Fa'a Samoa (the Samoan Way). Here at Tuakau we
have 54 students and 3 staff who identify as Samoan. 

From the Samoan flag raising to art in the iHub and Lei making
to the performance in the Gym on Friday at lunchtime, it was
great to see our students embrace Samoan Language Week! 

Samoan Language Week 
Te Wiki o te Reo Hamoa
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1st XV Team:
Waiuku College 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 29-0 to Waiuku Collegest

Rosehill College 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 30-0 to Rosehill Collegest

Papakura High School 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 38-14 to Papakura High Schoolst

Wesley College Development 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 28-24 to Wesley Collegest

2nd XV Team:
Alfriston College 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 36-10 to Alfriston Collegend

Rosehill College 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 31-7 to Rosehill Collegend

Papakura High School 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 72-12 to Papakura High Schoolnd

Pukekohe High School 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 30-0 to Pukekohe High Schoolnd

Year 10 Team:
Manurewa High School Year 10 vs Tuakau College/OAS: 43-24 to Manurewa High School
Papakura High School Year 10 vs Tuakau College/OAS: 29-24 to Papakura High School
Wesley College Year 10 vs Tuakau College/OAS: 49-14 to Wesley College

Girls Team :
Wesley College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 64-0 to Wesley College
Manurewa High School vs Tuakau College/OAS: 41-0 to Manurewa High School

R U G B Y

 It's great to see our students enjoying their winter sports and we wish all our winter sports teams the very best for their
games! Make sure you're following Tuakau College on Facebook or on Instagram (@tuakau.college.nz)

for regular photos of sports games/events.

SPORTS UPDATES
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K

F O O T B A L L

Junior Boys Team:
Al-Madinah School vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 3-1 to Al-Madinah School

Junior Girls Team :
Sancta Maria College U15 Girls vs Tuakau College Junior Girls: 7-0 to Tuakau College
Mission Heights Junior College vs Tuakau College Junior Girls: 3-0 to Tuakau College
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Senior Green:
St Ignatius Saints vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 44-42 to Tuakau College Senior Green
Strathallan Social Dunkin Donuts vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 33-24 to Strathallan
TKC Senior Boys White vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 54-18 to Tuakau College Senior Green

Junior Boys Red:
Strathallan Surge vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 66-24 to Tuakau College Junior Boys Red 
PHS Jnr Dev vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 55-24 to Tuakau College Junior Boys Red
HPC Jnr Boys vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 37-23 to HPC Jnr Boys

Junior Boys Green :
PHS Jnr Red vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 52-43 to Tuakau College Junior Boys Green
St Ignatius vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 39-39 draw
Strathallan Volts vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 42-28 to Strathallan Volts

P A G E  9

Tuakau College:
ACG Strathallan vs Tuakau College: 7-0 to ACG Strathallan

M I X E D  1 1 ' S  H O C K E Y

B A S K E T B A L L

SPORTS UPDATES
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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SPORTS UPDATES

P A G E  1 0

Tuakau College Premier (Section A):
ACG Strathallan Premier vs Tuakau College Premier: 25-20 to ACG Strathallan
Papatoetoe High School vs Tuakau College Premier: 31-29 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Red:
Aorere College Senior A vs Tuakau College Red: 34-24 to Aorere College
Otahuhu College Senior Blue vs Tuakau College Red: 36-6 to Tuakau College
Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate Senior School vs Tuakau College Red: 35-15 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Year 10 Green:
Rosehill College 10B vs Tuakau College Year 10 Green: WBD to Tuakau College
Aorere College Y10B vs Tuakau College Year 10 Green: 30-8 to Aorere College

Tuakau College Year 10 Red (Section A):
Tangaroa College Junior vs Tuakau College Year 10 Red: 37-15 to Tuakau College
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College B vs Tuakau College Year 10 Red: 25-40 to Tuakau College 

Tuakau College Year 9 Green:
Pukekohe High School Year 9 B vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 9-12 to Pukekohe High School
Pukekohe High School Year 9 D vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 21-10 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College AIMS:
Bombay School AIMS vs Tuakau College AIMS: 27-11 to Bombay School
Onewhero Area School AIMS vs Tuakau College AIMS: 23-22 to Onewhero Area School
Ormiston Junior College Green vs Tuakau College AIMS: 35-2 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red:
Kauri Flats School vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 9-3 to Kauri Flats School 
ACG Strathallan Diamonds vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 10-3 to Tuakau College
Ormiston Junior College Grey vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 11-11 draw

Tuakau College Y7&8 Green:
ACG Strathallan Comets vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green: 13-5 to ACG Strathallan 
Ormison Junior College Grey vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green: 12-7 to Ormiston Junior College
ACG Strathallan Bolts vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green: 20-3 to ACG Strathallan

Tuakau College Mixed Red:
Papatoetoe High School vs Tuakau College Mixed Red: 28-21 to Tuakau College
Te Kauwhata College vs Tuakau College Mixed Red: WBD to Tuakau College
Ormiston Senior College vs Tuakau College Mixed Red: 33-31 to Tuakau College

N E T B A L L

F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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Well done to Max Morrow (Year 11 student) who competed down in Tokoroa
earlier this month, in the King Cup for motocross. Max had an excellent three
races, and finished in fourth place overall in his 125cc class. 

Great days racing and sportsmanship from Max, as there were lots of injuries by
other riders at this event.

Max Morrow Motocross
Max Morrow Motocross

Our Year 13 Outdoor Education students enjoyed a trip to Pukete Farm in Hamilton earlier this month as part of
an ongoing assessment, where they used the natural environment as a classroom.

Year 13 Outdoor Education
Tau 13 Mātauranga o waho

Last month our Clay Target Team travelled to Taupo for a competition! Well done to Fletcher Jamieson (Year 13) and
Ashton Currie (Year 11) who both shot well and achieved a personal best! Fletcher scored 20/20 in his first round with an
overall score of 80/90 and Ashton scored an overall of 76/90!

Clay Target Shooting
Te Puru Whainga Uku
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On Sunday 7 June, Lomé Strydom (Year 13 student) and Sulize Strydom (Year 10 student) took part in the CSA
Champion of Champion Swimming event! Lomé placed 3rd in the 50m Backstroke and 5th in the 50m Butterfly!
Sulize placed 8th in the 50 Breaststroke. In the afternoon the CSA Individual Swimming Championships took place.
Lomé placed 1st in 100m Backstroke, 2nd in 200m Backstroke, 4th in 100m Freestyle and 6th in 50m Freestyle! Great
work Lomé and Sulize!

Swimming Success
Kauhoe Angitu

Well done to Seren Bull (Year 10 student) who competed in the Gymsport Womens Artistic Step 7 competition
held at Pulman Recreation Centre on Thursday 11 June!  Seren competed amongst top competitors in her category
to finish second in her division!  What an outstanding achievement Seren!

Gymsport Competition
Whakataetae Gymsport

Earlier this term, we were fortunate to have our local Community Constables spend time in our school speaking
with our Year 7 and Year 8 students about cyberbullying, online behaviour and digital responsibility. Their
presentations provided a timely and highly relevant learning opportunity for our students.

Cyber Safety talks
Nga korero Haumaru Cyber
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A friendly reminder that there are rules that apply to school grounds. There are policies in place that outline no
smoking and/or vaping on school grounds and no dogs on school grounds. These policies can be found on SchoolDocs
(link and password found on our website) and these policies apply at any sports games played on school grounds too.
We appreciate your understanding and respect for our school grounds in this. 

Respecting school grounds
Te whakaute i te papa o te kura

We understand that from time to time parents/caregivers will have problems/concerns that they will want the
school to know about. Tuakau College has a process in place for this to happen. Please understand that
parents/caregivers are not usually able to go straight to the Principal. The first step in raising a problem/concern about
your child(ren) is to speak to their Year Level Dean. Students should know who their Year Level Dean is by now. If they do
not then there is a list on our website with their contact details. Once you have spoken to the Year Level Dean about the
problem/issue they will follow it up/investigate further. If the Dean identifies that the problem/issue needs to be
escalated to a higher level they will then refer if to a member of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT). The SLT will then
investigate the problem further. The Principal will be involved if an SLT member refers the problem on to him. 

It is important to note that if we do not know about the problem we are unable to help you. Sometimes we get
parents/caregivers call telling us about an issue/problem that is serious that we could have prevented if they had told
the Dean about it in the first instance. We appreciate your understanding in this process!

More information about the complaints process can be found on our website, by logging on to SchoolDocs
(https://tuakaucollege.schooldocs.co.nz/index.htm - link and password for this can be found on the Tuakau College
website).

Process for raising problems and concerns with the school
Te tukanga mo te whakaputa raruraru me nga awangawanga ki te kura

Sometimes students at school are ‘stood down’ or ‘suspended’ and below is some information about what this
means. A stand down is the formal removal of a student from school by the Principal for a specified period. Stand
downs can be no more than five school days in a term or ten school days in a year. A stand down is usually anywhere
from 1 - 5 days in length depending on the reason. While on stand down students are not allowed on or around the
school grounds, nor are they permitted to attend any sports practices, games, socials or other school activities. 

A suspension is the formal removal of a student from a school by the Principal until the Board decides the outcome of
the suspension at a suspension meeting. At a suspension meeting the Board can decide to: 
a) Lift the suspension without conditions or 
b) Lift the suspension with reasonable conditions imposed or 
c) Extend the suspension with reasonable conditions imposed or 
d) exclude (if the student is under 16 years of age) or expel the student (if the student is over 16 years of age)

These are serious consequences and not what we want for our students, however all actions have consequences and
unfortunately sometimes these are the consequences. 

Stand Downs and Suspensions
Tu ki raro me te Whakatarewa

Please note that if you call the school to let us know that your child will be absent, it is important you also
provide a reason for your child being absent. Within the absence attendance code, there are different codes for the
absence (depending on if the student is sick, on holiday, at a funeral/tangi, etc).

Please don’t call the school and leave a message only saying your child is absent. Rather, please state they are absent
and the reason for their absence. If you do not provide a reason for the absence it may be coded as ‘Unjustified.’ 

Attendance Codes
Waehere Haerenga
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