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We are at the end of April and have just come out of Covid-19 Alert Level
4 to Level 3. We have also already had two weeks of Term 2. These are
certainly unusual times for us all but also for the world. Our government
has certainly put our country in an excellent position to move into the
future, having a real understanding on how to deal with this virus.
We have all made significant sacrifices and had a great resolve by
ensuring this virus does not have a devastating impact on our lives, like it
has overseas in countries like Italy, Spain, UK and USA. It has been
difficult times but we had to go through this pain to make the gains we
see today. It is not over yet.
The last five weeks has changed the manner in which the Tuakau College
curriculum has been delivered to your sons and daughters. Distance and
online learning has been pushed to the forefront of the educational
psyche and every school in our country has been delivering their lessons
through this medium.
Tuakau College has taken on this challenge and we have pushed many of
our students and staff out of their comfort zones in implementing a full
online learning programme.

Tāwhirimātea
Yellow House
In Māori mythology,
Tāwhirimātea (or Tāwhiri) is the
god of weather, including
thunder and lightning, wind,
clouds and storms.

A big thank you must go to the staff for the ongoing work in this area.
Much of their holiday time was spent developing and implementing
these programmes of learning for the online platform, with many of
them having to develop new skills and having to persevere to deliver
online.
CONTINUED INSIDE. . .
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'THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKS' CONTINUED. . .
Thank you to our parents and caregivers for their support of the curriculum being delivered this way. Many
of the parents/caregivers have become the teacher at home and tried hard to ensure the students are doing
their work. I know many of the students do miss the face to face social interactions they get by physically
being at school.
It is not the same learning through a video, ZOOM or Google link. Doing lessons online has also highlighted
the inequities in our education and school system. There are students and their whanau that cannot engage
online due to the lack of internet or a device at home. Many of our students fit into this area. We gathered
this information and sent it to the Ministry of Education so they could support these students and their
whanau, but at this stage little has been sent out to our families.
Going to Level 3 will not change the mode of curriculum delivery. School is opened for essential service
whanau, parents and caregiver students. Even though school is opened the message is 'if students can stay
at home they should stay home.'
The students that come to school are placed into a learning bubble. They will learn online at school like the
students are at home. There will be no official classes starting until the whole school is opened for all
students at Level 2. On Monday 11 May, cabinet will meet to decide whether we stay at Level 3 or move to
Level 2.
To all parents and caregivers; please do not fret about the education of your son or daughter. Students are
resilient around the change that is occurring and will cope well when they come back to school. All the staff
will do a stocktake of where they are at in the curriculum and will adjust all their teaching programmes so
that all students can be brought back to a similar level.
Please remember that all the students in New Zealand are experiencing the same thing as we are. Please
keep reading all the communications we have been sending to you through Facebook, email and via the
students through their online learning.
Included in this e-Bulletin is more information on distance learning. Remember if you have any queries do
not hesitate to contact ashley.jacobs@tuakaucollege.com. All the best for the online distance learning at
home that is going to take place over the next few weeks.
Kia kaha, kia manawanui, kia haoura-be strong, be patient, be healthy.

Chris Betty

Term 2 School Value: Integrity
Integrity is a quality and a value that is found in all of us. No-one can
give it to you. Students have to build it, develop it, demonstrate it
and live it every day.
Although we focus on Integrity this term, we cannot forget the other
key values we hold closely. Caring, Love and respect - Excellence and
Perseverance.
Term 2 is focusing on integrity. Students can improve their integrity
by:
Being honest
Being good
Being sincere, honourable, and decent
Being reliable, having morals and ethics
Being helpful
Doing great things
Working hard for themselves and others
Setting goals and achieving better results
Improving behaviour
Caring, being respectful and trustworthy
Being courteous
Looking after themselves and others
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DISTANCE

EDUCATION

Tips for learning from home
We put together a few tips to help you get the most out of your time spent learning from home!
Please remember; we are in this together!

PREPARE

IN

ADVANCE

Make sure you are checking your school
emails regularly and preparing and
planning for lessons in advance. It may
help you to keep a diary or a planner.
Preparing in advance will help you and
the teacher get things done easier.

ATTEND

ALL

CALLS/ZOOM

YOUR

VIDEO

CLASSES

Teachers are setting times when you
and your classmates can touch base
and ask any questions you have.
Make use of video conference tools in
order to get the best distant learning.

SET

UP

A

WORK

ZONE

Set up a comfortable, well-lit
area and designate it for work.
DON'T

Avoid working from the couch
or bed - when it is time to relax
your brain might find it hard to
shut off school thouhts.

BE

BE

AFRAID

TEACHERS

TO

ASK

QUESTIONS

Our teachers are still there to help
you. Just because you can't see
them physically, please don't be
afraid to ask questions or ask for
help.
This can be done via email or on a
video conference.

FLEXIBLE

We understand you are isolated at home
and we know some don't have reliable
internet and/or may have other activities
at home to deal with alongside trying to
do all classwork.
Be kind to yourself and just do the very
best you can in this situation.

"Be kind to yourself and then let
your kindness fill the world!"

If you have any questions regarding online learning, devices, email issues, etc
please contact Mr Jacobs (Deputy Principal) on a.jacobs@tuakaucollege.com
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A word from Mr. Van Niekerkt):
(Head of Science Departmen
The Science Department at Tuakau College has at the start of 2020 welcomed
three new staff members. They are Mr. Van Niekerk, Mr. Miller, and Ms. Smith.

As the new Head of Science, Mr. Van Niekerk wants to acknowledge the amazing work and the mana of the previous
Head of Science, as well as the other teaching staff who left to pursue further career opportunities. Be assured that
the Science department will continue to deliver programmes that are to a high standard, enriching, and engage all
students.
The new team (who will introduce themselves below) are experienced, passionate, and hardworking. We adopt
teaching pedagogies that take into consideration theories of learning, understandings of students and their needs,
and the backgrounds and interests of individual students - and make sure no student is left behind.
For this reason, we have increased the number of and access to digital devices, we encourage life-long learning to
remain current with our practices, and provide more access to authentic learning experiences either via lab work
and/or organising educational trips. On behalf of the new team members I would like to thank the school
community for making us feel welcome!
Niekerk

Mr. Van

Meet the Science Teachers
Me tutaki ki nga kaiwhakaako Pūtaiao
Gerschen Van Niekerk

Paul Miller

Head of Science: Biology,

Assistant Head of Science:

Horticulture, Science

Chemistry and Science

Tena koutou Tuakau Family.
I live in Botany with my partner and our Toy Poodle, Zoe. I
have a daughter, Nikita aged 25, and son, Santino, aged 19.
For the past 27 years, prior to joining the Tuakau family, I
have been in various teaching and leadership roles in
schools in Auckland as well as overseas.

I live in Pukekohe with my wife and three sons aged 5,
3, and 9 months. I spend much of my free time
jumping on the tramp, playing lego (it's for my boys
not for me - honestly!), gardening, walking, cycling, and
drinking coffee with my wife. I am teaching myself to
draw with pencils and am progressing through the
Japanese writing system.

My past and current community contributions include
being a Churchwarden and treasurer, soccer coach for
Fencibles United, and currently, a member of the EllerslieOnehunga Lions Club and a trustee of the Hillary House
Leadership centre trust. I love gardening (thanks to my
Nan), listening to good music, watching movies, tramping,
fishing, hanging out at the 19th hole with my golf buddies
and reading a good book. At the moment I am reading
'Churchill' by Andrew Roberts - amazing! My passion for
becoming a teacher, more so a Science teacher, was
influenced by having an amazing Science teacher when I
attended school. He made learning exciting and engaging,
His motto: ‘it's not only what we teach, but it’s also how,
and who we teach,' is something I relate to and try to
embed in my teaching pedagogy.

I am a Chemistry and Science teacher with ten years of
experience. I have taught NCEA and Cambridge
International Syllabus in Maths, ICT, and Chemistry. My
previous jobs were at Onehunga High School,
Pukekohe Christian School and I spent a year teaching
English in Japan.

Continued on next page. . .
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Chris Betty

Muthu Chidambaram

Lousie Ramsay

Science Teacher

Physics, Science

Science Technician

Teaching Science has been a
huge part of my teaching career.
I originally started teaching
Science at Tuakau College in
1984 as a Year 1 teacher.
With a biochemistry degree I
have taught Science, Biology,
Physics, Chemistry and
Horticulture from Years 7 to 13.
As the Principal I continue to
teach a class and have a passion
for Science and the increased
knowledge that Science has
brought to the world over the
years.
Tuakau College has had a great
science programme for many
years and now we move to the
next stage with three new
teachers that have begun this
year.

I am originally from India,
I am currently living in Takanini with my
wife and son. I teach Physics, Science, ICT,
and in the past Electronics. This is my
sixteenth year of Teaching at Tuakau
College. Prior to teaching at Tuakau
College, I was the owner of Dixie
Photographic Chemicals, manufacturing
photographic processing chemicals in
India. I have also worked in the U.S.A.
after the completion of my Master of
Science Degree at Northwestern
University, Illinois. I love kite flying and I
am fascinated by aircraft and superfast
train design and spend my free time
learning about this. With the current
COVID-19 lockdown, I have unlocked my
cooking skills.

Karly Smith
Biology, Chemistry,
Horticulture, Science

We are very lucky as a school to
have the calibre of teachers in
this area. Science infiltrates all
the other disciplines at school
and, like other subjects, will
continue grow from strength to
strength.

me te heke mai. Science is
future.

I worked as a Medical Laboratory
Scientist, specialising in
Immunology and Haematology,
for about 7 years in various
towns/cities across NZ and then
for the last 6 years as a stay-athome mum, before taking on
the role of Science Technician at
Tuakau College.
My hobbies include playing
sports (rowing played a big part
in my sporting life and aspired
to make the London 2012
Olympics, (However, injuries put
a dash to that, unfortunately),
socialising with family and
friends, making time for fun and
adventure and playing a part in
the community.
I’m also a Kea Leader for Scouts
NZ - I really enjoy seeing kids
have fun, learning, and trying
new challenges.

Ko te Puutaiao te ao, te ora
about the world, life and the

I live in Pukekohe, married to
James and we have two kids,
Jack is 6 and Sophie is 3.

I live locally in Tuakau with my partner
Andrew and dog Tui. Before taking my
spot alongside the fantastic teachers at
Tuakau College, I studied chemistry and
genetics at Massey University, whilst
working part-time caring for and training
horses. My passions outside of inspiring
kids to love science include spending
time with my two nieces Lily and Drew
and competing at dressage with my horse
Boo.

I also organised a charity
fundraiser last year - my team
and I rowed 100Km on an Indoor
Rowing Machine in the
Pukekohe Town Square and set
the NZ Record at the same time
- 6hrs 16min later!
We raised funds for the iSport
Foundation, which is to help get
kids involved in sports if there
are barriers stopping them.
I’m enjoying my time here, and I
look forward to seeing what this
year holds!
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"The science of today
is the technology of
tomorrow."
-Edward Teller

BIOLOGY
Sunset Beach, at Port Waikato, sets the backdrop for the Year 12 Biology students
and their teacher, Ms. Smith. Here they are on a field trip, at work collecting data
on the organisms living in the rock pools.

In the classroom teachers use a range of differentiated strategies, one of which is peer-to-peer teaching. Here the
Biology students are sharing their group research with their peers.
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HORTICULTURE
Tuakau College offers Horticulture from Year 10 - 13. Students are taught, and apply a range of skills through a range of
activities either in the gardens or in the nursery. These activities include Sowing seeds by hand, pruning shrubs and trees,
transplanting seedlings, general garden maintenance, making compost, growing from seeds and cuttings, basic soft and
hard landscaping skills.

PHYSICS
Tuakau College offers Physics at Year 12
and 13.
Students are taught a range of Physics
principles in Mechanics, Nuclear Physics
& Electricity and electromagnetism.
In these photos, students are verifying
the Physics principle involved in a
Spring-Mass System by collecting data
under controlled conditions and
analysing it.
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CHEMISTRY
The Science laboratory
sets the backdrop for
Chemistry students
honing in their skills.
Health and Safety rules
are very important as
we see students
wearing the
appropriate protective
gear.

THE SCIENCE BEHIND COVID-19
Over the past months we have heard about the devastating virus called the Novel Coronavirus - Covid-19. Here is
a little science about the virus that is having a devastating effect on the world today.

A virus is a micro-organism. They are distinctive because they cannot reproduce themselves. Instead they rely on other
animals/plants to reproduce. Viruses infect healthy cells and hijack the cells reproductive machinery. The virus then
reproduces itself. The cell releases the new viruses to attack other healthy cells while the original cell continues to make
more viruses. The human body responds by forming antibodies to fight the virus.
The coronavirus is named because ‘corona’ means
crown and when the virus is viewed under a
microscope it looks as if it has a crown on top of
the virus. Four or five different coronaviruses cause
a number of different common diseases amongst
humans like the common cold. Some affect
animals. Now and then some jump from animals to
humans and this is what happened in this case.
Scientists are dealing with a virus that has not been
seen before hence the name Novel Coronavirus.
This virus is easily spread by droplets and in the air.
To prevent the spread of COVID-19:
• Clean your hands often. Use soap and water, or an
alcohol-based hand rub.
• Maintain a safe distance from anyone who is
coughing or sneezing.
• Don’t touch your eyes, nose or mouth.
• Cover your nose and mouth with your bent elbow
or a tissue when you cough or sneeze.
• Stay home if you feel unwell.
• If you have a fever, a cough, and difficulty
breathing, seek medical attention. Call in advance.
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In these extraordinary times Tuakau College,
and our community, remembers the
sacrifices that our ancestors made as they
fought for freedom and liberation during the
Great War and other global conflicts New
Zealanders have faced over the last 100+
years.
We remember them so we do not forget the
atrocities of war; so that our children do not
have to go through this again.

ANZAC DAY
25

APRIL,

Today we are fighting our own battle with an
invisible enemy, the Covid-19 virus, and as a
Tuakau community we are going to defeat
this enemy so that our children and their
children can enjoy the freedoms our
ancestors fought for.

2020

We remember them, we will remember
them. Stand at dawn and reflect on the
sacrifices they made. Lest we forget.

Tyler Hodgson (7N)

Hazel McMillan (7N)

MONDAY
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AY
Y
Don't forget to check emails!

Weekly
Schedule
Planner
Use this to plan out your week
ahead! Photocopy it before use
so you have numerous copies!

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SUNDAY

NOTES

HALFWAY THERE!

S SAATTUURRDDAAYY

Need to do!

