
1ST XV RUGBY TEAM WIN FINAL - COUNTIES
MANUKAU CHAMPIONS 2023!

Koorero a te Tumuaki
The Principal speaks:

Term 3 is well underway, from exam preparation to winter sports finals to Cross
Country and more! We love seeing our students excel in each of our four kete of
Academic, Sport, Culture and Service. Despite a lot of rain and cold weather it has
been nice to have the occasional day of sunshine and we look forward to more of
these!

We have completed the selection process for Head Students for 2024. Mrs Dinneen
ran a Leadership Camp and the students that participated in that performed
amazingly well. The calibre of the students is high and they have since spoken
infront of the whole school in an assembly, which is no easy thing to do! The 2024
Head Students and Prefects will be announced at Senior Prizegiving this year.

Subject Selection for 2024 is now closed for our Senior College students and
underway for Middle College students. This can be completed online at SchoolPoint
and instructions on how to do this have been emailed to all parents/caregivers. 

We have farewelled two more staff members recently; Miss Sharan (Year 7&8
Teacher) and Mrs Fung (Year 7&8 Teacher). We wish them both well. We welcome
Mrs Bhullar and Miss Sharma as their replacements. Miss Sharma will join us at the
start of Term 4, and in the meantime Mrs Van der Gulik will cover for her.

CONTINUED INSIDE. . . 

Student Representative
nominations close - 

Saturday 2 September



AIMS Games and 
Snow Camp - 

Monday 4 September to
Friday 8 September



2023 Out of Zone Ballot - 

Friday 8 September



Mock Exam Week - 
Monday 11 September to

Friday 15 September



Tug of War - 
Friday 22 September



Term 3 Ends - 

Friday 22 September



Board Meeting - 
Tuesday 26 September



Term 4 Starts - 

Monday 9 October





TERM 3 AND TERM 4,
2022 CALENDARS ON 

BACK PAGE

Rūaumoko (also known as
Rūamoko) is the god of

earthquakes, volcanoes and
seasons. He is the youngest son
of Ranginui (the Sky father) and

Papatūānuku (the Earth
mother) (commonly called

Rangi and Papa).
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Rūaumoko
Red House

events
UPCOMING

Nga Takahanga kei te
heke mai

Hoki ki muri ka wini me te kore hinga i nga wa katoa
BACK TO BACK WIN AND UNBEATEN ALL SEASON

Photos on Page 11

1 ST
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. . . The process of electing a new Student Representative on the Board is well underway. The Student Representative
on the Board must be in Year 9-13 and will attend each monthly Board meeting, representing the student body, and
will be paid for this meeting. The Student Representative will write a report for each monthly meeting and/or give a
verbal report to the Board at the meeting and will be a voice for all students in the school. 

The Student Representative must be someone trustworthy, reliable and able to be confidential. The Student
Representative may be required to attend school events as part of their role. Jessika Roberts is the current Student
Representative so you can have a chat to her if you want to know more about the role. Nominations for this are due
on Saturday 2 September by 12pm. Voting for this will take place on Monday 18 September, 2023 for Year 9-13
students during Whaanau Class time. Results will be declared on Sunday 24 September. 

Earlier this term we had a lockdown drill and this went very well. We appreciate your support in this, as
parents/caregivers. We work alongside an independent company, Harrison Tew®, who specialises in emergency
management planning for schools, whose procedures have been successfully implemented in hundreds of schools
throughout New Zealand. 

In the case of a genuine incident, should you become aware of a lockdown or evacuation at the school, can I ask that
you please DO NOT attend the school or phone the school, as we will not be able to respond. Your presence or your
contact may make it more difficult for us or the emergency services to manage a situation.

We have had to make a change to the date for Senior Prizegiving for this year. We have found out that the
Literacy/Numeracy co-requisite exams must be completed in Term 4 Week 4 - we don’t get a choice about this. In
order to accommodate this and the other scheduled events, the Year 11 - 13’s last day and Senior Prizegiving will be
Thursday 26 October (Week 3). 

The Year 13 Breakfast will be Friday 27 October. The usual rules will apply where senior students will be able to come
in after this date to complete work, provided they are supervised by a teacher. Further details about this will come
out at a later date. 

We are coming to the very busy end of the year and we encourage all our students (and parents/caregivers!) to make
sure they are looking after themselves. Make sure you're drinking lots of water and eating regularly. 

The last few weeks of this term are packed full of events and also Mock Exams. There is a copy of the Mock Exam
timetable further on in this e-Bulletin (this was previously emailed out).

Here's hoping for some nicer and warmer weather soon! Let's finish this term off well and remember the Term 3
value of perseverance!

Term 3 Value: Perseverance



"Kaua e mate wheke mate ururoa"
"Don't give up like an octopus but fight like a hammerhead shark."
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Koorero a te Tumuaki Haere tonu
The Principal speaks continued:

Mr Chris Betty

Staff at Tuakau College recently completed a very
successful Staff Only Day on the topic of Cultural
Sustainability. We were priviliged to have George Ihimaera
as our guest presenter. George works for MAC (Maaori
Achievement Collaborative) and delivered a korero to our
staff around the Tiriti o Waitangi through his own personal
experiences and whaanau. Following this our staff split
into groups and rotated around different workshops
relating to cultural sustainability. It was a great day that
our staff enjoyed!
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ORIENTATION DAY 2023
Tuakau College

Earlier in August we held our Orientation Day, for students thinking about enrolling at our school in 2024. It was

a great day with around 200+ students attending and plenty of fun activities. All photos of the day can be found on the

Tuakau College Facebook or Instagram page. Online enrolment forms can be found www.tuakaucollege.com/enrolment.

Please ensure that all the necessary documents are attached to the enrolment application, as we are unable to accept

the application if they are not. 

Due to substantial roll growth, Tuakau College has determined that for 2024 out of zone enrolments will only be

accepted from the second and third priority (siblings of current or former students) and that there will be no limit on

the number of such enrolments. Any queries please contact Mrs Fletcher on a.fletcher@tuakaucollege.com
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Middle College Speech Finals
Whakamutunga Korero o te Kaareti Waenganui

On Thursday 3 August we had our Middle College Speech Finals!  The range of topics was awesome and seeing

students recite three minute speeches off the top of their head was really impressive! The results were as follows:

Year 9

1st Place – Aarna Chavada (Animal Testing)

Commendation – Sean Taufua (Michael Jordan the Greatest of All Time)

Commendation – Ranisha Singh (Beauty Pageants)

Year 10

1st Place – Chloe Jamieson (Our Generation)

1st Place – Faris Nim Zinampan (Failure is part of success)

Commendation – Jastine Cruz (Que Sera Sera)

Congratulations to all the students that presented speeches - we are proud of you all! 



E - B U L L E T I N  •  I S S U E  8  •  V O L U M E  3

2nd - Emily Holmes, 3rd - Kendall Lowe
2nd - River Missen, 3rd - Sam Brassey
2nd - Mary-jane Davis, 3rd - Ellie Entwisle
2nd - MJ Holroyd, 3rd Cassius Luu
2nd - Natasha Butler, 3rd= - Hazel McMillan/Jesse Banfield
2nd - Caleb Quinlan, 3rd - Caleb Cottee
2nd - Chelsea Tregurtha, 3rd - Alyssa Calder
2nd - Oscar Jackson, 3rd - LJ Whuinui
2nd - Jessikah-Leigh Kingi-Herangi, 3rd - Danelle Young
2nd - Kullen Montgomery, 3rd - Whaitiri Preston

P A G E  5

Cross Country 2023
Whakamutunga Korero o te Kaareti Waenganui

On Wednesday 16 August we had our Cross Country! The sun was out (mostly!) and it was a very muddy course after

the recent rain! Congratulations to Tangaroa who won with 1303 points! Tawhirimatea placed second with 1193 points,

Ruaumoko placed third with 1008 points and Tane Mahuta placed fourth with 890 points! Well done to all the students

that participated!

Year 7 Girls Champion - Natacha Moshiem

Year 7 Boys Champion - TeAhu Davis

Year 8 Girls Champion - Charli Sabine

Year 8 Boys Champion - Liam Goodhand

Junior Girls Champion - Danielle Claridge

Junior Boys Champion - Shaveen Kumar

Intermediate Girls Champion - Willow Hyslop

Intermediate Boys Champion - Ben Tatler 

Senior Girls Champion - Sarah Muller

Senior Boys Champion - Mitchell Sparrow
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Date Change for Senior Prizegiving
Hurihia te ra mo te Tohu Tohu Matua

We have had to make a change to the date for Senior Prizegiving for this year. We have found out that the

Literacy/Numeracy co-requisite exams must be completed in Term 4 Week 4 - we don’t get a choice about this.

 

In order to accommodate this and the other scheduled events, the Year 11 - 13’s last day and Senior Prizegiving will

be Thursday 26 October (Week 3). The Year 13 Breakfast will be Friday 27 October.  

The usual rules will apply where senior students will be able to come in after this date to complete work, provided

they are supervised by a teacher. Further details about this will come out at a later date. 
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MATHS WEEK 2023
Wiki Pāngarau 2023

From 0 to 1000, the only number that has the letter 'a' in it is 'one thousand.'

Every odd number has an 'e' in it.

Zero is not represented in Roman numerals

In France, a pie chart is sometimes referred to as a 'camembert.'

The symbol for division is called an obelus.

FUN FACTS

This year we had our Maths Week from Monday 7
August - Friday 11 August! Well done to all the
students who won prizes for the Daily Questions. On
Wednesday 9 August we had our Whaanau Mathex
Challenge. The winning Whaanau Class this year was
BJSL! In second place was BNBL and in third place
was RSWE. Congratulations!

The most outstanding/enthusiastic student draw
went to Oliver Goodhand. It was great to see our
students getting involved!

A huge thank you to all our sponsors for making this
possible: Pukekohe Pak'n'Save, McDonalds, The
Warehouse and Tuakau Rotary. 
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HEALTH CENTRE
Tari Hauora

P A G E  8

Attendance Codes
Waehere Haerenga

Now that spring is nearly here, we will see a decline in the winter ‘flu’ bugs. Just a friendly reminder to please still keep
your sick children home so they don’t spread bugs to other students and/or staff members and so that your
child/children get better quicker. 

A friendly reminder also to please ensure you update any change of contact details. It is really important we have the
correct parent/caregiver contact details on our system. Sometimes we end up doing a lot of unnecessary phoning around
trying to locate parents/caregivers which isn’t fair on a sick student.

Alison Robertson (School Nurse)

Phone: 09 236 8521 ext 155

It is important to note that when you phone in an absence for your child/children that you please clearly state
the reason, wherever possible. We have different attendance codes for different reasons and if the absence is not

explained clearly, then your child/children will be coded as 'E' which is 'Explained but unjustified.'

However, there may be circumstances that your child will be coded as this, as the Ministry of Education doesn’t

recognise all reasons as justified.



E - B U L L E T I N  •  I S S U E  8  •  V O L U M E  3

P A G E  9

Mock Exams 2023
Whakamātautau Tawai 2023

For a 1 hour paper, students must stay for the whole hour

For a 2 hour paper, students must stay for 1 hour

For a 3 hour paper, student must stay for 2 hours

Mock exams are coming up quickly in Week 9 (Monday 11 - Friday 15 September, 2023). During Mock Exams normal

bell times will apply for the rest of the kura and senior classes will continue as normal. Students will only come out of

class for their exams. 

Students need to check their exam timetable carefully and report to the exam venue 15 minutes prior to the start of the

exam. It is important that students attend classes as normal, except when sitting exams. Rolls will be marked. There is

no eating permitted in the exam venue and only a clear drink bottle may be taken in.

Students are to bring pens/pencils in a clear plastic bag. No twink allowed. Students are not permitted to wear a watch

of any sort. There will be clocks in the room and the supervisors will update students during the exam on the time using

the whiteboard. Approved Calculators only. All bags and personal items must be left at the front of the exam room.

Any student who misses an exam will require a medical certificate to be given to their Dean on the day they return to

school. 

In regards to leaving exams; no student may leave in the last half hour of the exam.

Bus students must organise transport home on days they have an exam that finishes at 4pm.
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A reminder that Tuakau College is on Facebook and Instagram! You can find us on Facebook by searching 
for 'Tuakau College' and on Instagram by searching '@tuakau.college.nz'

Social Media
Pāpāho pāpori

P A G E  1 0

Koroneihana 2023
Koroneihana 2023

On Friday 18 August a group of students went to the Koroneihana and performed in front of King Tuheitia. It was

an awesome experience for the students to do this. The group was made up from all the different schools in Te Puuaha o

Waikato and they all performed exceptionally!
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1st XV Team:
Rosehill College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 17-3 to Tuakau College/OAS
Waiuku College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 31-26 to Tuakau College/OAS       

               
U15's Team:
Papakura High School vs Tuakau College/OAS: 46-5 to Tuakau College/OAS
Waiuku College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 43-41 to Waiuku College                                  

U14's Team:
Waiuku College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 22-17 to Waiuku College
Waiuku College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 53-29 to Tuakau College/OAS

FINAL - Rosehill College vs Tuakau College: 14-10 to Tuakau College
Winners of the 2023 Counties Manukau Secondary Schools 1st XV Premiership Final - Champions!

1 ST

All photos of the final can be seen on the Tuakau College Facebook page.

FINAL - Pukekohe High School vs Tuakau College: 14-10 to Tuakau College
Runners-up in the 2023 Counties Manukau Secondary Schools U14's Final!

SPORTS UPDATE
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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R U G B Y

2ND

All photos of the final can be seen on the Tuakau College Facebook page.
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SPORTS UPDATE

P A G E  1 2

Our netball teams finished their season of the Counties Manukau Secondary Schools Tournament with great
games! Our Intermediate AIMS team were the Year 7&8 Section 1 overall winners! Our Intermediate Red team finished
sixth in Year 7&8 Section 1 and our Intermediate Green team finished fifth in Year 7&8 Section 2! Our Junior Red team
were the Year 10 Section 2 Winners!  Our Junior Green team finished second in Year 10 Section 4!  A special mention to
Paris Luu who was the recipient of the Year 10 Talent ID Award! Our Senior Red team finished fourth in Premier Section 3
and our UNISS team finished fourth in Premier Section 1! All photos can be seen on our Facebook page!

Tuakau College UNISS:
Manurewa High School Premier vs Tuakau College UNISS: 27-24 to Manurewa High School Premier

Tuakau College Senior Red:
Alfriston College Premier vs Tuakau College Senior Red: 30-17 to Alfriston College Premier

  Tuakau College Junior Red:
  James Cook HS Puutake Year 10's vs Tuakau College Junior Red: 28-15 to Tuakau College Junior Red

Tuakau College Junior Green:
Ngaa Tapuwae Tau 10 vs Tuakau College Junior Green: 36-9 to Ngaa Tapuwae Tau 10

  Tuakau College Intermediate AIMS:
  Kauri Flats School Toa Wahine A vs Tuakau College Intermediate AIMS: 29-14 to Tuakau College Intermediate AIMS

Tuakau College Intermediate Red:
Ngā Tapuwae Māwharu vs Tuakau College Intermediate Red: 41-5 to Ngā Tapuwae Māwharu

Tuakau College Intermediate Green:
ACG Strathallan Y7&8 C Team vs Tuakau College Intermediate Green: 14-8 to Tuakau College Intermediate Green

N E T B A L L

F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K

1 ST

1 ST
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Senior Boys:
Waiuku College Maroon vs Tuakau College Senior Boys: 27-18 to Tuakau College Senior Boys
Pukekohe High School Junior Prem vs Tuakau College Senior Boys: WBD to Tuakau College Senior Boys

Junior Boys:
Te Kauwhata Junior B vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 57-34 to Te Kauwhata Junior B
Onewhero Area School White vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 47-38 to OAS White

Well done to our Hockey 5-aside Mixed team, who placed third in the Pool B competition in the Counties Manukau
Secondary Schools competition. Great effort this season from the team!

M I X E D  5 ' S  H O C K E Y

B A S K E T B A L L

SPORTS UPDATE
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K

Well done to our Football Junior Boys team, who finished sixth in the Counties Manukau Football Pool 2 division. We look
forward to building the Football team for next season!

F O O T B A L L

Well done to all our winter sports teams for representing our school with pride and showing great
teamwork and perseverance! We are proud of you as teams, but also as individuals!
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Spring has sprung and the holidays are almost here! KAS are keeping the kids entertained with all sorts of activities – A Spring Festival,
Outdoor Adventure, Kiwi As plus a Ken & BarbieParty! Keep the excitement going with VerticalAdventures, Bricks 4 Kidz workshop and a

special screening of ‘Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken’ at the Movies!



Open Monday to Friday, 7am-6pm. Variety of sessions available. Full week discount applies when you book 7am till 6pm (5 days). Get in
quick! Check out all that’s on offer & make your bookings at: www.kidsafterschool.co.nz. Any questions please contact our office on 09 236

4078. MSD Social Sector Level 3 Accreditation WINZ Subsidies available for eligible families.

Year 7&8 Franklin Zone Cross Country Championships
Tau 7&8 Franklin Zone Whakataetae Whakawhiti Whenua

Tuakau College had eight students compete in the Year 7&8 Franklin Zone Cross Country Championships! 
 Students that place in the top 10 of this competition go on to compete in the Auckland Interzone Cross Country

Championships!  Year 7 students run a 3000m race while the Year 8 students run a 3500m race! 

Year 7 students Natacha Mosheim and Te Ahu Davis competed first and both runners showed steady progress and

consistency! Natacha placed ninth in her race which now qualifies her to compete in the Auckland Interzone

Championships! 

The Year 8 competition was fierce, with strong runners from all schools. MJ Davis, Millie Calder, Ellie Entwistle, Charli

Sabine, MJ Holroyd and Liam Goodhand took to the course!  MJ Davis and Ellie Entwistle were steady in the course,

sticking with each other to the end. Millie fought a great fight staying with the pack to end her race with a sprint finish.

Liam finished amongst the top 20 and MJ Holroyd stayed with the pack and finished strong. Charli Sabine competed in a

strong race, heading into the last lap in fifth place. Charli slowly worked her way past runners in front of her to cross the

finish line in second place!  Charli also qualifies for the Auckland Interzone Championships! 

http://www.kidsafterschool.co.nz/


for Term 3 2023
Calendar

Maaramataka
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