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events
Upcoming

Koorero a te Tumuaki
The Principal speaks:

We are at the end of May and halfway through the second term already! Our Cross
Country earlier this month was a great day and there are photos and results inside
this e-Bulletin. It's been awesome to see the winter sports season kick off and
great to see students representing our kura with pride. Results and some photos
can be seen inside this e-Bulletin!

We are halfway through the year and busy planning for 2027. The process for
enrolment will begin shortly and online enrolment applications for next year will
open in late June on our website. If you know of families that may want to enrol at
Tuakau College please tell them to keep an eye on our website and
Facebook/Instagram pages for enrolment updates. 

From 11-15 May we celebrated Support Staff Appreciation Week! This week is the
celebration of all the mahi our support staff complete in our kura. We want to
recognise all our support staff and thank them for their ongoing dedication and
hard work to support our students and teaching staff. Tuakau College would not
function without their outstanding work and contribution. “Ehara taku toa i te toa
takatahi, engari he toa takatini - My strength is not my individual strength, but the
strength of many." It emphasizes the importance of collective effort and teamwork
in achieving success. Support staff are the cogs in the engine that keep schools
running and their skills are invaluable! Thank you to all our support staff - you’re
awesome and we appreciate all your mahi!

CONTINUED INSIDE. . .
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In Māori mythology, Tāne
(also called Tāne-mahuta) is
the god of forests and birds.

Tane Mahuta stands tall
and strong!

Tane Mahuta
Green House

Take Waaheke
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Cross Country photos on Page 3
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. . . We are in the process of gathering voice from our whaanau and community to help shape our 2027-2030
Strategic Plan. As we look ahead, we want to hear what matters most to you and your tamariki. Your voice is
important to us and will help us shape the future direction of our kura. Surveys have been sent to all
students, staff and parents/caregivers and we encouage you to complete these surveys to have your say.

If you prefer to meet and respond face-to-face, we will be holding two Whaanau hui (meetings). The first hui
for Maaori whaanau will be on Wednesday 3 June at Ngaa Tai e Rua Paa (Carr Street, Tuakau) from 6pm -
8pm. This hui is for Maaori whaanau or anyone else that has an interest in improving outcomes for Aakonga
Maaori. The second hui for all whaanau will be on Wednesday 10 June at Tuakau College (in the iHub) from
6pm - 8pm. This hui is for all families/whaanau. Nau mai, haere mai! The link to register for both these hui
has been sent to all parents/caregivers in an email earlier this month.

Whaea Donna (Tumuaki/Principal)
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Koorero a te Tumuaki Haere tonu. . . 
The Principal speaks continued. . . 

It is exciting to see more progress on our new two storeyed 6 classroom block at the Elizabeth Street entrance to
our school! Earlier this month there was a crane operating on the building site, lifting steel beams into place. There has
been a large amount of progress since then and we appreciate your patience and understanding during this time. 

New classroom block update
He whakahou poraka akomanga hou
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On Friday 15 May we had our 2026 Cross Country and it was awesome to see students getting involved and
earning some house points! Congratulations to Tane Mahuta for winning the competition this year, followed closely by
Tawhirimatea in second place, Tangaroa in third place and Ruaumoko in fourth place! Well done to all who participated!

Cross Country 2026
Whakawhiti Whenua 2026
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It was awesome to see our junior entrepreneurs in action earlier this month at our junior college Market Day!  A
wide variety of items were for sale, there were fun activities to participate in and a great community turnout!  Great work
from our Year 7&8 students! 

Market Day 2026
Ra Market 2026
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Tuakau College had five teams enter the Franklin Zone Orienteering event, held at a
local farm in Bombay. The weather was perfect, creating ideal conditions for the day’s
competition. Once students checked in, they set off across the course and were not seen
again until they crossed the finish line — with only a couple of students taking an
unexpected detour along the way. Overall, it was a fantastic day with students showing
determination, teamwork, and resilience throughout the event, resulting in some
excellent performances and results for the college.

Year 7 Boys 1 – 5th Overall (Benjamin MacNab, Sriansh Pokala, Take Foster, Earl Libaste
and Kingston Pritchard)
Year 8 Boys – 9th Overall (Taylor McLean, Jackson Ramsay, Bruce Herman, Kenan Jacobs
and Coby Green)
Year 7 Girls 1 – 12th Overall (Harper Katu, Layker Bhana, Kieralee Jenkins, Layla Rodgers,
Brooklyn Hanna-Addis and Savanah Chand). 
Year 7 Girls 2 – 6th Overall (Delilah Hartnett, Cleo Ikitule, Kiara Marsh, Maraea Moana,
Morgan Trail, Te Awhina Kidwell and Indie Smith). 
Year 8 Girls – 10th Overall (Tempest Brunton, Mila Goodhand, Pippa Missen and Anastasia
Moshiem).
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A massive congratulations to Kahungunu Aubrey-Lindsay (Year 13 student) for his recent sporting successes!
Earlier this year, Kahu attended the prestigious Men’s Stars Netball trials and impressed selectors with his talent,
dedication, and work ethic. We are incredibly proud to announce that he has been selected as a Training Partner for the
Men’s Stars team! The Men’s Stars compete in the ANZ competition alongside some of the top men’s franchise teams in
Aotearoa, making this an outstanding achievement and a huge step forward in Kahu’s sporting journey.

Kahu’s talent doesn’t stop there! Alongside his passion for Netball, he has also been selected in the Maaori Basketball
team travelling to Phoenix, Arizona (US) to compete in the largest Indigenous basketball tournament in the USA. This is
an amazing international opportunity and a testament to Kahu’s commitment, versatility, and hard work across both
sports. The USA tournament is self-funded, so if you would like to support Kahungunu in reaching this incredible
opportunity, please contact Ani Taua, the Sports Co-Ordinator, on a.taua@tuakaucollege.com
Outstanding work Kahu - your Tuakau College whaanau is behind you all the way!

Kahungunu’s sporting success
Te angitū hākinakina a Kahungunu

Orienteering Zone competition
Whakataetae Rohe Whakatairanga
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Well done to Poaki Kaulave (Year 7 student) who competed in the Aotearoa NZ Maaori Rugby League Kootiro
Tournament in Hawera on ANZAC weekend! Along with representing the South Auckland Maaori kootiro team, Poaki
was also successful in making the U13's Aotearoa NZ Maaori Rugby League squad! This tournament team will be
competing in the Pasifika Youth Cup tournament in October!  Awesome work Poaki!

Poaki makes U13's Aotearoa NZ Maaori Rugby League Squad
Ko Poaki te kapa U13's Aotearoa NZ Maaori Rugby League Squad
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Well done to James Baker (Year 12 student) who has had
some awesome achievements with Air Cadets! James was  
recently promoted to Lead Air Cadet, his first Junior NCO rank,
and will attend a national leadership course in the September
holidays.

James was also selected to serve as Cenotaph Guard at both the
Dawn and Civic Anzac Day services in Thames, where his
squadron is based. Great work James!

James Baker’s Air Cadets achievements 
Ko nga whakatutukitanga a James Baker Air Cadets

The CAT Competition is one part of Australian Math's Trust
program of mathematics and algorithmics challenges. This
competition encourages deeper learning and provides students
with opportunities to further develop their skills, problem-
solving abilities, and confidence over time.

Last Tuesday we had 22 students from across all year levels
participate in the competition. The event ran very smoothly, and
students remained highly focused while enjoying the
opportunity to experience something new and challenge
themselves outside their comfort zones. We look forward to
receiving the results by the end of the term.

Australasian Schools Mathamatics Competition 
Te Whakataetae Panganga Kura o Australasian
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Pink Shirt Day 2026
Ra Hate Mawhero 2026

On Tuesday 26 May we celebrated Pink Shirt Day and it was great to see students and staff wearing pink in
support of this! Pink Shirt Day is about working together to stop bullying by celebrating diversity and promoting
kindness and inclusiveness. Pink Shirt Day is the day Aotearoa comes together to take a stand against bullying. The
Mental Health Foundation of New Zealand (MHFNZ) has run the campaign since 2012, inspiring tangata to Kōrero Mai,
Kōrero Atu, Mauri Tū, Mauri Ora – Speak Up, Stand Together, Stop Bullying! Our Year 12 Health students ran activities on
the day, as part of their assessments for the year. 
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1st XV Team:
Wesley College Development 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 17-10 to Wesley College st

Manurewa High School 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 33-5 to Manurewa High Schoolst

Pukekohe High School 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 36-19 to Pukekohe High School st

Waiuku College 1  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 29-0 to Waiuku Collegest

2nd XV Team:
Manurewa High School 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 92-0 to Manurewa High Schoolnd

Pukekohe High School 2  XV vs Tuakau College/OAS: 47-0 to Pukekohe High School  nd

Year 10 Team:
Rosehill College Year 10 vs Tuakau College/OAS: 46-10 to Rosehill College
Pukekohe High School Year 10 vs Tuakau College/OAS: 41-0 to Pukekohe High School 

Girls Team :
Pukekohe High School vs Tuakau College/OAS: 61-0 to Pukekohe High School
Waiuku College/Papakura High School vs Tuakau College/OAS: 53-0 to Waiuku College/Papakura High School
Manurewa High School vs Tuakau College/OAS: 89-0 to Manurewa High School
Alfriston College vs Tuakau College/OAS: 33-7 to Alfriston College

R U G B Y

Winter sports have kicked off for another season! It's great to see our students enjoying their sports again and we
wish all our winter sports teams the very best for their games! Make sure you're following Tuakau College on Facebook or

on Instagram (@tuakau.college.nz) for regular photos of sports games/events.

SPORTS UPDATES
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K

F O O T B A L L

Junior Boys Team:
Mission Heights Junior College vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 6-4 to Tuakau College
ACG Strathallan Junior A vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 10-2 to ACG Strathallan
Aorere College Junior A Boys vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 4-0 to Aorere College
Rosehill College Junior A vs Tuakau College Junior Boys: 2-0 to Rosehill College

Junior Girls Team :
Mission Heights Junior College vs Tuakau College Junior Girls: 1-2 to Tuakau College/St Ignatius
Ormiston Junior College Girls vs Tuakau College Junior Girls: 1-0 to Tuakau College/St Ignatius
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Senior Green:
St Ignatius Saints vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 41-40 to Tuakau College
KingsGate Senior Basketball vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 73-37 to Tuakau College
Strathallan Social Rebounders vs Tuakau College Senior Green: 83-26 to Tuakau College

Junior Boys Red:
Waiuku Maroon Junior vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 31-27 to Tuakau College
Strathallan Surge vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 74-18 to Tuakau College
Strathallan Volts vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 41-29 to Strathallan
Waiuku Maroon Junior vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Red: 48-35 to Tuakau College

Junior Boys Green :
PHS Jnr Dev vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 69-20 to Tuakau College
TKC Junior Boys Red vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 58-20 to Tuakau College
St Ignatius Junior Boys vs Tuakau College Junior Boys Green: 48-33 to St Ignatius
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Tuakau College Green:
AC Kiwi vs Tuakau College Green: 18-2 to Tuakau College Green
Strathallan White vs Tuakau College Green: 11-4 to Tuakau College
Waiuku College Maroon vs Tuakau College Green: 12-8 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College White:
Onewhero Area School vs Tuakau College White: 7-2 to OAS
Strathallan Blue vs Tuakau College White: 22-3 to Strathallan
AC Pukeko vs Tuakau College White: 9-5 to Tuakau College

M I X E D  5 ' S  H O C K E Y

B A S K E T B A L L

SPORTS UPDATES
F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K



E - B U L L E T I N  •  I S S U E  5  •  V O L U M E  4

SPORTS UPDATES
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Tuakau College Premier:
Rosehill College Premier vs Tuakau College Premier: 30-24 to Rosehill College
Pukekohe High School Premier 1 vs Tuakau College Premier: 41-18 to Pukekohe High School
Waiuku College Gold vs Tuakau College Premier: 23-21 to Waiuku College
Manurewa High School Premier Girls vs Tuakau College Premier: 22-25 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Red:
Otahuhu College Senior Blue vs Tuakau College Red: 50-4 to Tuakau College
Alfriston College Senior Kakapo vs Tuakau College Red: 41-7 to Tuakau College
Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate Senior School Senior A vs Tuakau College: 30-21 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Year 10 Green:
Te Haikura a Kiwa Purple vs Tuakau College Year 10 Green: 17-4 to Tuakau College
Papakura High School Y10 vs Tuakau College Year 10 Green: 27-4 to Papakura High School
Aorere College Y10B vs Tuakau College Year 10 Green: 23-14 to Aorere College

Tuakau College Year 10 Red:
Otahuhu College Y10 Blue vs Tuakau College Year 10 Red: 50-3 to Tuakau College
Alfriston College Yr 10 Tui vs Tuakau College Year 10 Red: 44-4 to Tuakau College
Te Haikura a Kiwa Pink vs Tuakau College Year 10 Red: 37-1 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Year 9 Green :
Pukekohe High School Year 9 A vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 40-2 to Pukekohe High School
Ormiston Junior College 9A vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 22-18 to Ormiston Junior College
Rosehill College Year 9B vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 14-9 to Rosehill College
ACG Strathallan 9 Lime vs Tuakau College Year 9 Green: 23-15 to ACG Strathallan

Tuakau College AIMS:
Ormiston Junior College 7&8 Mixed vs Tuakau College AIMS: 29-15 to Tuakau College
St Ignatius og Loyola Catholic College Magis vs Tuakau College AIMS: 20-20 draw
Onewhero Area School AIMS vs Tuakau College AIMS: 20-20 draw
ACG Strathallan AIMS vs Tuakau College AIMS: 30-12 to Tuakau College

Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red:
Ormiston Junior College Green vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 19-5 to Ormiston Junior College
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College Gold vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 43-5 to St Ignatius
ACG Strathallan Bolts vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 13-9 to ACG Strathallan
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College Red vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Red: 19-5 to St Ignatius

Tuakau College Y7&8 Green:
ACG Strathallan Diamonds vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green: 16-3 to Tuakau College
Ormiston Junior College Grey vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green: 4-3 to Tuakau College
St Ignatius of Loyola Catholic College Flames vs Tuakau College Year 7&8 Green

Tuakau College Mixed Red:
Te Haikura a Kiwa Mixed Gold vs Tuakau College Mixed Red: 18-16 to Tuakau College
Ormiston Senior College vs Tuakau College Mixed Red: 28-18 to Ormiston Senior College

N E T B A L L

F U L L   P H O T O S   O F  W I N T E R   S P O R T   O N   F A C E B O O K
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The following are results from our swimming team's
participation in the recent Counties competition!

Relay Results: Our team placed 1st in the Girls 16-18 100
Meter Freestyle Relay with a time of 56.34 seconds. We also
achieved 3rd place in the Girls 16-18 200 Meter Medley Relay,
finishing with a time of 2:18.25! 

Individual Results:

Elizabeth Cammock (Girls 13-year Age Group - Junior): 12th
in 50m Butterfly, 12th in 50m Backstroke, 10th in 50m
Breaststroke and 17th in 50m Freestyle.
Sulize Strydom (14-15 Year Age Group - Intermediate): 12th in
50m Butterfly, 13th in 50m Backstroke, 4th in 50m
Breaststroke and 13th in 50m Freestyle.
Lome Strydom (16-18 Year Age Group - Senior): 4th in 50m
Butterfly, 2nd in 50m Backstroke, 7th in 50m Breaststroke
and 6th in 50m Freestyle.
Addison Welch (16-18 Year Age Group - Senior): 5th in 50m
Butterfly, 8th in 50m Breaststroke and 7th in 50m Freestyle

Counties Swimming Competition results
Nga hua o te Whakataetae Kauhoe a Counties

P A G E  1 1

Tuakau College Year 7&8 students recently attended a one-day football tournament held in Tuakau. We had five
teams entered into the competition and it was fantastic to see such great displays of football skills, teamwork, and
sportsmanship throughout the day. It was also pleasing to see students simply giving the sport a go, enjoying
themselves, and representing the college with pride. A huge thank you goes to Steve MacNab and Mark McDowell for
stepping in to help coach teams on the day. Your support and time were greatly appreciated. We would also like to
acknowledge Liam Goodhand and MJ Holroyd for their efforts as student coaches. Thank you both for helping support
our teams and students throughout the tournament.

Team results were:
Year 7 Girls – 4th Place
Year 7 Boys – 1st Place
Year 8 Boys A – 3rd Place A Grade
Year 8 Boys B – 3rd Place B Grade
Year 8 Girls – 5th Place

Well done to all students involved for their effort, attitude, and representation of Tuakau College!

Year 7&8 Football Tournament
Tau 7&8 Whakataetae Whutupaoro
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Our 8R tamariki recently attended the Waitii - Waitaa Waka Ama Program on the river in Hamilton. They are
learning about the history of our Awa and the eco systems in and along the Awa. They are pictured with tamariki from a
Kura Kaupapa in Taupo who were participating also.

Waitii - Waitaa Waka Ama Program
Waitii - Waitaa Waka Ama Programme
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Our 8R Awa Rangers continue their commitment to kaitiakitanga this year by helping to plant a paa harakeke at
Les Batkin Reserve this month! Together with their teina from Te Kohanga School, they helped to plant harakeke,
decorate rocks and mulch plants. The Paa Harakeke kaupapa has been driven by Environment Action Tuakau and
Waikato District Council, with support from Counties Energy!

8R Awa Rangers
8R Awa Rangers
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WESTERN THEMEDWESTERN THEMED
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Recently some of our students completed a 2-day Learner Chamber Licence course, and all passed!

Learner Licence Course
Akoranga Raihana Kaiako

Waikato University Open Day
Te Ra Tuwhera o te Whare Wananga o Waikato

On Friday 22 May a group of Tuakau College students, accompanied by Ms Askew and Mrs Roberts, attended the
Waikato Uni Open Day. It was a fantastic opportunity for students to view the facilities. 
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